
 
Planning Commission Work Session 

MINUTES APRIL 5, 2011 7:10 PM – 7:46 PM   COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 

FACILITATOR Chairman Kenneth Hellewell 

NOTE TAKER Judy Merrill 

ATTENDEES 
Vice Chair Tyler Bodrero, Braxton Schenk, Gary Pratt, T.J. Jensen, Dale Rackham, Gregory Day, 
Curt McCuistion, and Michael Eggett 

 

  ITEM 1:   COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Tyler reported on the 200 South Committee. 
 

Gary reported on the 1700 South Committee. He referenced the difficulty in understanding Chapter 9 of the Land Use 
Ordinance regarding signage. Mike agreed, stating that staff would be working on that section in the near future. Mike cited 
the problem with the Ordinance’s lack of a designation for pole and single-tenant pylon signs. Kenneth explained that the 
Commission left it out intentionally, because they did not want any single-tenant pole signs.  Gary then mentioned another 
issue his Committee had with the districting of the General Plan, stating that it was not conducive to their planning. They 
felt it required too much piecemeal planning and preferred working on the entire length of Antelope Drive simultaneously. 
 

TJ reported on the Transportation Committee.  

ITEM 2: DEPARTMENT BUSINESS 

Mike reported that his Department would have their new City Planner, Kent Andersen, starting April 18, 2011. Kent got his 
masters degree in planning out of Cal State in Sacramento, had been working with the mayor’s office there, and worked a 
lot with real estate. He had been in California for about 8 years but grew up in Harrisville.  
 

City staff began calling residents to make sure they were aware of the green waste recycling initiative. Residents were 
already starting to receive their green cans. Kenneth explained that he and his neighbor already utilized a private recycling 
service and wondered if there was any way homeowners could share a green can, since they would not generate enough 
green waste to fill their own cans. Gary voiced frustration with the City’s lack of an ordinance prohibiting homeowners from 
having their garbage cans at the curb more than 48 hours before and after pick-up day. Other cities had barrier require-
ments for residential cans, such as short fences or otherwise out of sight. With the addition of these green-waste cans, he 
believed the problem would get worse with people leaving their cans at the curb constantly.  
  
Gary then asked for the ability to forward emails sent to his City address to another email account. Mike agreed to look into 
that possibility with T.J. Peace. 
 

Mike reported that City staff submitted a lengthy document to UDOT, pointing out their lack of data on wetlands for the 
West Davis Corridor outside the study area where they selected their three proposed routes.  
 

Mike then announced that Superior Computers relocated from Layton to Syracuse on Antelope Drive in front of the theater. 
He encouraged everyone to support these local businesses. He learned that Santa Monica Pizza might try opening up again 
in the same location this summer. Thai Jasmine would be holding a grand opening on Thursday, April 7, at 4:30 p.m. 
 

Mike advised commissioners that they would be considering some proposed changes, on May 3, 2011, to the building design 
standards due to an issue with the Homebuilders Association and a request by the City Attorney. Tex Couch, the City 
Building Official, would be present to address that proposal and explain the differences between the existing and proposed 
language.  

ITEM 3: DISCUSSION OF SCHEDULING PUBLIC HEARING FOR OPENING SPECIFIC PORTIONS OF THE GENERAL PLAN 

Commissioners discussed the General Plan and decided to open Districts 1, 2, and 8 at the same time and close them at 
different times as needed.  
 

TJ suggested the City give discounts on building permits for people to retrofit their older homes to earthquake standards. 
He also suggested deferring payments of impact fees over time, such as 2-3 years, which might make Syracuse more 
competitive.  

 


